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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT
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Preacher


 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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We are to "provoke one another to love and good works (Heb.10: 24), that it is directly related to our assembling together  (vs.25). 


     In the old Don Williams' song  "I Believe" the verse goes, "I don't believe that heaven waits for only those who congregate", implying that there are people who don’t do bad things, are good citizens but not identified as "church goers" who will also be entitled to heaven. Many people believe this and it spills over to brethren who should know what it means to be a part of the local body of Christ. It may be true but it is not so according to God's word. 


     There are extenuating circumstances always and exceptions are excepted but the point is that if we are to "abound in the work of the Lord" (I Cor.15: 58) as individuals we must do it as a collection of Saints. Worship matters and the elements require assembling. Discipleship and Spiritual Family matters. Discipleship is about following Jesus and that is about saints assembling together. Love for one another as a church family identifies us as disciples of Jesus. (Jn. 13: 35) Evangelism and Ministry matter and they are fueled by our zeal for the Lord's work in this place. Above all Eternity Matters and that is determined by what is important to us. Jesus is coming to receive the Royal Priesthood, the Special people of God.


     As we reflect upon the past weeks messages I hope that we will see the thing that matter in bringing us to a closer walk with God.


Howbeit the firm foundation of God standeth, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his: (2 Tim 2:19)


			JP





      From the foundation of the world God planned a kingdom.  It was to be a kingdom of righteousness.  The king was to rule with a "scepter of righteousness" (Ps. 45:6), and His name was to be "THE LORD, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS" (Jeremiah 23:5-6).  John the Baptist preached that people should prepare for the kingdom by repentance (Matthew 3:2).  Jesus preached the same message.  In His "Sermon on the Mount," Jesus described kingdom citizens as poor in spirit, tenderhearted, meek, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemakers and persecuted for righteousness' sake (Matthew 5:3-10).  True citizens would be all of these.  


      Being King involved all of these also, including being persecuted for righteousness.  Jesus knew that the throne could only be reached by way of the cross.


      Again and again, Jesus was tempted to compromise the nature of His kingdom.  The third temptation as recorded by Matthew was Satan's offer of a kingdom without the cross.  But would a kingdom given by Satan be a kingdom of righteousness?  Hardly.


When Jesus fed the five thousand, they were so impressed by the feast that they "were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king" (John 6:15).  But were they hungry and thirsty for righteousness?  The next day provided the answer.  They appeared again, hungry for physical bread, but when Jesus offered them the bread of righteousness all but the twelve "went back and walked with Him no more" (John 6:66).  Jesus let them go. He preferred twelve who were hungry and


thirsty for righteousness over five





social activities, scouting, and secular education.  In a desire to see the church grow, many churches offer satisfaction for these perceived "needs."  Numbers are increased by such means, but the first question is:  "Has the king authorized them?"  And the second is:  "Are those drawn by such incentives poor in spirit, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, pure in heart, willing to be persecuted for righteousness, etc.?"  If not, they are not citizens of the kingdom at all.


     Those who reject the "social gospel" are not beyond temptation.  Great sums of money spent on buildings may well be more for the comfort, convenience and pride of the people rather than for the glory of God.  Preachers may be selected more for their unique style, humorous stories, and popular appeal than for the substance of their message.  Bible classes may avoid serious Bible study in favor of discussion groups where the participants simply pool the "wisdom" which they have accumulated more from Donahue or Oprah than from Jesus or Paul.  Such churches may grow in number, but growth that demands such accommodation to worldly tastes does not result in growth of the kingdom.


     Paul wrote to the Corinthians:  "I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it.  But let each one take heed how he builds on it.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that, which is laid, which is Christ Jesus.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one's work will become manifest…because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each man's work, of what sort it is" (1 Cor. 3:10-13).














					





Church Growth    reused 03/29.2015


By Sewell Hall





People complain these days that builders compromise on materials.  Houses appear beautiful and strong, but soon after the warranty expires it is discovered that the materials used were not according to specifications.








thousand that followed "for the loaves and fishes."


      The very week of the cross, great multitudes accompanied Jesus into Jerusalem shouting, "Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord" (Luke 19:38).  Doubtless, they would have rallied behind Him for a march to the temple for a coronation ceremony.  But far from being "peacemakers" they wanted war with Rome, and as for being "persecuted for righteousness sake" they forsook Jesus when the cross appeared.  These would have formed the wrong kind of kingdom.


      Paul faced the same temptation in Corinth.  He observed, "The Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom" (1 Corinthians 2:22).  Paul could have gained a following by using his spiritual gifts to provide signs and his extensive education to dispense worldly wisdom.  But would those who followed be poor in spirit, hungry and thirsty for righteousness, pure in heart, etc?  There would be no reason to expect it.  Paul refused to offer such incentives.   Rather he wrote:  "I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified…that your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God" (1 Corinthians 2:1-2,5).


     Today, we face the same temptations.  Multitudes "will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires… heap to themselves teachers…and … turn their ears away from the truth" (2 Timothy 4:3-4). Many, in fact, do not want religious teaching at all.  They want sports, entertainment, recreation, travel,





A Gospel Meeting "Post Partum"





And upon the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul discoursed with them, intending to depart on the morrow;


(Acts 20: 7)





     Our meeting ended Friday evening and Brother Weliever has departed to return to his appointed place. We are left with some sobering thoughts and a few recorded messages about things that matter most if we are to be children of God. Some of us heard none of these lessons, some heard one or two, but I am happy to say that most of us were disciplined and interested enough to hear them all. If you did not hear them I urge you to get a copy of the CD's (not that this is an alternative to being here) and listen to them. For those of us who did hear these lessons the question is how will we use them to promote a closer and more useful relationship with our Lord?


      One overriding fact about the points made is that they all have to do with the collective body of Saints. Certainly the things discussed apply to us as individuals but it is in the relationship of the Church that they have reality. It is in this sense that they are brought to fruition by a body of God's people. Writing to the churches scattered throughout Asia Minor, Peter wrote, " But ye are a elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for (God's) own possession, that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvellous light": (1 Peter 2:9). It is the responsibility of each but God has provided a collective way to accomplish His will. The Hebrew writer tell us that
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;


Sis. Elaine Clem has ask for special prayer


on her behalf. 


Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer. 


Sis. Joyce Green; Bro. Jack and Josh 


Sis Bonnie Smith's aunt is in rehab.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby. There have been 


some set backs  


The Hammonds as they anticipate their


new baby.


There are many traveling this week on spring break. The Burks, the Hicks, the Huffs and I am sure there are others.


Bro. Ken Gay as he completes his


business trip in Europe. 





____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jack Green


Song Leader---Anthony Petrochko


Lord's Supper---Malcolm Smith


   Asst. 1-----Grant Hicks	


   Asst. 2-----Drew Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Wes Guyton


   Asst. 4-----Zachary Huff


   Asst. 5-----Phillip West


2nd Prayer----Joey Jackson


Scripture Reading---Steve Huff


Sermon-------Steve Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Rodee Bruns


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Jim Statham


Song Leader-------Rex Veteto


2nd Prayer------Zachary Huff


Read Scripture ---Drew Bowman


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----Malcolm Smith


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Joe Phillips


Invitation---Michael Burke


Closing Prayer---Jack Green





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














